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birth of freedom. The United States has ben-
efited already beyond measure from the con-
tributions of Chinese-Americans, whose
unique culture and values of family, edu-
cation, and hard work have strengthened the
fabric of our society. Already, China has en-
riched America’s history. Now, Mr. Presi-
dent, let us work together with confidence
to enhance our common destiny.

The ancient text, the ‘‘I Ching,’’ in English
is called ‘‘The Book of Changes.’’ It tells us
leaders plan in the beginning when they do
things; leaders consider problems and pre-
vent them. With this summit we have consid-
ered problems, taken steps to prevent some
of them, and we have begun to plan together
for a future not of problems but of progress
for America, for China, for the world.

It is in that spirit that I ask you to join
me in a toast to the people and the President
of the People’s Republic of China.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9 p.m. in the East
Room at the White House. In his remarks, he
referred to James M. Sasser, U.S. Ambassador to
China, and his wife, Mary.

Remarks on Unveiling the Starbright
World On-Line Computer Network
October 30, 1997

The President. Now, as you can hear, I’m
a little hoarse, but I do want to say that was
brilliant. [Laughter] If you can shift the heat
like that, you should go to Congress. I want
to thank Ricky and Mikey and Lauren and
Vanessa, thank my good friend Steven
Spielberg. Thank you, General Schwarzkopf,
for your outstanding leadership. You’ve got
a very important battle here on your hands,
and I’m sure you’re going to win it.

I’d also like to thank Congressman Lou
Stokes and Congresswoman Pat Danner for
being here. I thought I’d take and make a
little fun of the Congress so they’ll go back
and tell it, and I’ll be in trouble again this
afternoon. [Laughter] I’d like to thank Ned
Zechman and all the people from the Chil-
dren’s National Medical Center here.

As you can hear, I’m a little hoarse. The
Chinese state visit and the change in the
weather have taken a little of my voice away,
so I’ve asked the Vice President to come with

me and give the speech. And I’m going to
introduce him in a minute, but let me just
say I cannot tell you how important I think
what Starbright is doing is. General
Schwarzkopf and Steven Spielberg have al-
ready talked about it.

What we’re trying to do in the Govern-
ment is to hook up every classroom and li-
brary to the Internet by year 2000. But we
also want to make sure all the children’s hos-
pitals are there. These children deserve
them. And we need for them to be a part
of this emerging network of learning and
playing and growing. And as the General
said, it looks like it’s a healthy thing to do
as well. So we’re glad to be here. Mostly
we’re here just to say thank you to the foun-
dation, to all of you, and to say we want to
do our part.

I think it’s appropriate that the Vice Presi-
dent is here to speak instead of me because
he was talking about the information super-
highway before I had even gotten an electric
typewriter.

The Vice President.

[At this point, Vice President Al Gore made
brief remarks. The President then took ques-
tions from children using the network.]

Q. We would like to ask you some ques-
tions. [Laughter]

The President. Okay.
Q. What kind of food do you like to eat?
The President. What kind of food?
Q. Yes.
The President. I like fruit. [Laughter] I

like granola. [Laughter] I like chicken—
[laughter]—and I like all kinds of vegetables.
And it would be easier for me to tell you
what kind of food I don’t like to eat. [Laugh-
ter] It would be a shorter list. [Laughter]
Peaches are my favorite thing.

Q. Mr. President, as you were younger,
were your dreams ever to be a President, al-
ways?

The President. No, not always. First I
wanted to be a musician, then I wanted to
be a doctor, then I actually wanted to be a
journalist once. [Laughter] But I was always
interested in politics when I was younger,
and I thought I might like to go into it. And
I was very fortunate, so I got to be President.
But I thought about it, but it wasn’t like my

VerDate 28-OCT-97 08:03 Nov 05, 1997 Jkt 010199 PO 00000 Frm 00030 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\P44OC4.030 p44oc4



1687Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997 / Oct. 30

lifetime ambition from the time I was 10
years old.

Q. Did you always want to be Vice Presi-
dent? [Laughter]

The Vice President. Yes. You know, to
children all around this country—I’ve always
wanted to be Vice President. [Laughter]

The President. It’s not a bad job. [Laugh-
ter]

General Norman Schwarzkopf. We’re
really getting into some very dangerous
ground here, so I think we better—[laugh-
ter]—better terminate this thing. Let me just
say——

Q. Mr. President——
General Schwarzkopf. ——you’ve just

seen the power of Starbright——
Q. Mr. President—[laughter]——
The Vice President. We always have trou-

ble ending press conferences. [Laughter]
The President. Yes, I know.
General Schwarzkopf. But you’ve just

seen the power of this system——
Q. What’s your favorite sport to watch or

play?
General Schwarzkopf. We’ll take one

more from Fort Worth.
The President. What’s my favorite sport?
Q. Okay, what’s your favorite sport you like

to watch or play?
The President. My favorite sport to watch

is probably basketball. My favorite sport to
play is golf. I’m too slow to play basketball
very well. [Laughter]

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:37 p.m. at the
Children’s Hospital National Medical Center. In
his remarks, he referred to Ricky Adams, Mikey
Butler, Lauren Alexanderson, and Vanessa Gon-
zalez, Starbright Pioneer Children; motion picture
director Steven Spielberg, chairman, and Gen.
Norman Schwarzkopf, USA (Ret.), capital cam-
paign chairman, STARBRIGHT Foundation; and
Edwin K. Zechman, Jr., president and chief exec-
utive officer, Children’s National Medical Center.
The Starbright World on-line computer network
enables seriously ill children to meet, play, and
communicate with one another. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Statement on Signing Legislation
Conferring Honorary Veteran Status
on Bob Hope
October 30, 1997

Today I signed into law H.J. Res. 75, which
confers upon Bob Hope the status of honor-
ary veteran of the U.S. Armed Forces and
extends to him the gratitude of the American
people for his lifetime of accomplishments
and service on behalf of our men and women
in uniform.

Bob Hope is a great American whose life
has defined patriotism and service. In times
of war and peace, good times and bad, he
entertained our troops and brought to them
a familiar and comforting sense of home
while they defended our nation’s interests
around the world. Bob Hope richly deserves
this unique honor, and I am proud to be able
to sign this measure into law.

NOTE: H.J. Res. 75, approved October 30, was
assigned Public Law No. 105–67.

Statement on Campaign Finance
Reform
October 30, 1997

I am very pleased that the Senate has
agreed to schedule a vote on campaign fi-
nance reform. This will pave the way for the
first up-or-down vote ever on the McCain-
Feingold bill. At long last, we have an oppor-
tunity to give the American people the kind
of elections they deserve. I want to commend
the entire Democratic caucus and a few
brave Republicans, whose steadfastness has
now produced the first real opportunity to
enact campaign finance reform.

Statement on House of
Representatives Action on
Fast-Track Trade Legislation
October 30, 1997

I applaud Speaker Gingrich for scheduling
a vote in the House of Representatives for
next Friday, November 7, on the renewal of
traditional trade negotiating authority. I am
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